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As we begin planning the 2027 YRBS, we want to hear from Vermont students on how we can improve the YRBS. We will begin revising and planning for the 2027 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) this summer.

 Background: Questionnaire Development and the YRBS 
The Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) is part of a larger Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS) developed by the CDC. Generally speaking, the YRBS helps monitor adolescent health behavior changes over time, identify emerging issues, and plan and evaluate programs to support the health of youth. It sheds light on the health issues students are facing. Vermont has participated in the YRBS since 1993. We added a middle school survey in 2011.
Each iteration the CDC creates a national and standard high school and middle school YRBS questionnaire. In addition, they also provide a list of approved alternative questions states can include. States can modify the questionnaire depending on community needs and interests. However, every state administering the YRBS must include a minimum of 65-70 questions from the Standard High School CDC survey or 50-60 questions from the Standard Middle School CDC survey. These questions must be asked verbatim, including any pre-question definitions or directions. In addition, the Vermont YRBS also includes state added questions. Some of these can be modified, some cannot. Final questionnaires must be approved by the Health Department and CDC. 
In Vermont, we have a proposal process where different Departments, Agencies, or community organizations across the state can propose new questions. 
Please note that while it can be challenging to add new questions to the YRBS due to the importance of maintaining trend data and very limited space, it is also important for us to capture / understand what issues students are currently facing. 
Your feedback is essential to ensuring the continued relevance and quality of the survey. Once you review the 2025 Vermont YRBS, we would love to hear back from you. You can send us your feedback and recommendations for how we can improve the 2027 YRBS. You can also propose a new question to be included in the 2027 VT YRBS. Proposals for new questions will be reviewed and included in the 2027 Survey Review process this summer. 

What you can do
There are several things you can do to help improve the 2027 YRBS. You do not need to complete all options below. Any and all feedback is welcome! 
Review the 2025 Vermont YRBS. 

Provide question feedback and recommendations. 
· Let us know: What is missing? What doesn’t make sense? Anything you would like to see changed? Deleted? And most importantly, WHY should it be changed. 
· When providing feedback, please write out the survey question as question numbers change. 

Interested in proposing a new question? Complete the 2027 VT YRBS Questionnaire Proposal form. 
·  When submitting your suggestions, please keep in mind the following criteria for standard YRBS questions:
· Each question is limited to eight mutually exclusive response options
· A “mark all that apply” format cannot be used.
· A “grid” format cannot be used.
· A “fill in the blank” format cannot be used.
· No skip patterns.
· Ideally, questions should be validated or asked before on another survey. It is recommended to start by looking at questions on the Optional Question List. These questions have already been approved by the CDC. 

Other than get the reports out faster – What recommendations do you have?
· Feedback on the survey administration process. 
· Improving communication and awareness.
· How to increase student participation?
· How to get teachers to support the YRBS? Use the data in the classroom? 
· Creating reports – what would you like to see / know more about? Data visualization – dashboards, etc. 
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